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Do you remember a particular teacher that was special to you when you were a child? 

What made that person so special? 

More than likely it was because he or she was enthusiastic, found creative ways to get the 
lesson across and most importantly, cared about your success. 

Today, educators in Unit 5 and District 87 strive for the very same things, but with increasingly 
limited funds. 

25 Years of Supporting Local Educators 

Since 1992, Beyond the Books Educational Foundation (BTBEF) has helped bridge the gap —by 
giving educators the extra funds they need to provide innovative, exciting projects to help their 
students learn.  We are proud of our partnership with these creative thinkers. 

We are also proud of the fact that BTBEF has awarded nearly $550,000 in grants to hundreds 
of educators in our two public school districts since its formation.  In that time, educators have 
used BTBEF grant money to help their students excel in exciting new ways. 

Each spring, educators submit applications for an incredible array of projects.  Through a blind 
review process, grants are selected based on a specific set of requirements.  We help fund 
projects in science, technology, art, literature, social and emotional development.  Programs 
have included a joint district junior high honor band original composition, 3-D digital 
mapping, DNA studies, a critical study of water issues and much, much more. 

Will you please consider a donation to help us continue our success?  We appreciate our past 
donors and future supporters, without whom these grants would not be possible.  BTBEF is a 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, and your donation will go into our sustaining endowment 
to support Unit 5 and District 87 educators for many years to come.  Contributions to the 
Foundation are also a way to honor teachers and loved ones.  

Remember an educator that made learning exciting for you…. 

...and help Beyond the Books Educational Foundation do that for a child today. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Vickie Robertson 
 

Vickie Robertson 
President 
 

Please make sure to check if your employer has a matching gift program! 
State Farm employees, retirees and agents: Please consider designating BTBEF as the 

recipient of your matching gift from the company. Look for Good Neighbor Grants, 
Matching Gift and Scholarships link on the My Rewards page. 

 

http://www.district87.org/pages/Bloomington_School_District_87/For_Staff/Beyond_the_Books

